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EDITOR'S NOTE

Howdy! Well, by God's grace the first issue of the Bread of Life is out
for this year! I really hope you enjoy its contents and will profit from
reading it. There's some goodies that you can sink your teeth into like
Dr. Timothy Lin's article on the Kingdon, Pastor Stern's question and
answer section and other sumptions tidbits of wisdom,

Let me call to your attention the Bread of Life's purpose. It's hoped that
this publication will glorify God by enabling members of CBSG to share the
life of Christ via writing. It's our desire that through this publication
Christians will be challenged and encouraged to reach cut te Christians and
Nonchristians. We want to promote better conmunication so that we can
more effectively share the life of Christ in our own individual lives with
those around us. By sharing the reality of God in our lives people can see
that we serve a risen Lord who can change their lives as He has with ours.

I pray that this issue will stimulate you ¢to write, Your action or
inaction in prayer and/or writing will determine the effectiveness of this
publication. Before you decide not to write or write consider prayerfully
what God would have you to do. Someone may massively profit from a simple
lesson you learned had you only shared it. I urge you to pray about it.

The next issue of +the Bread of Life is sceduled to come out mid-December.
This is dependent upon your prayer support and contribution. The deadline
for articles for the next issue is November 13, 1982, Saturday. Almost
anything that is Christ-centered and geared towards edification and/or
outreach is acceptable with the editor's approval.

If you have questions for Pastor Stern please submit them by the November
13th deadline. If you have any suggestions that might enhance the
effectiveness of this publication do submit them to the editor.

I would like to extend a special thanks to the following: Eric, Patrick,
Jeannie, Pastor 3tern, Emily, Tim, Wu-Ching, Sally, Jiann Hua and Dr. Lin -
for contributing articles.

Ning-Sing, Yu-Tsai, Jennifer and Eric - for their help in typing.

Maria (cover), Yaling and Stephen - who helped in odd ways.

And last but not least to the One who made all this possible.

Y

Thanks! ﬁ& é&ﬂgu,dix>;wegh.
Your Editor, None Aing are wolk. -
K ,, " Y ‘ ‘j, i\ al
/fid&&! (104 ngs¢*“ o
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DEAR PASTOR STERN . . .

Dear Pastor Stern,

I have real problems controlling my feelings. Don't know how I can gain
a hold on my feelings, to subject them to my intellect or to what I know to
be right, I find it hard to uanderstand myself. I am especially attracted to
this guy who's not a Christian., Certain qualities he possesses are quite
admirable yet I know wnat I'm doing is wrong in that I'm 1ignoring the
warning the Bible gives about being unequally yoked with nonbelievers. Our
relationship is beginning to develop. I cannot seem to break away because
of my inability to control my feelings. Please help!

Sincerely,
"Feelings"

Dear "Feelings",

Buildinz a relationship on the basis of feelings alone is like building
a house on sand. Feelings are a natural phenomenon belonging to the human
condition. But the choice of a life partner is made with the will, not the
feelings, and that choice, as with other choices of the Christian is to be
made under the Lordship of Christ. The difficulty with a believer and a
non-believer being unequally yokad together is not in their feelings but in
the fact that they belong to two different kingdoms which are totally
incompatible---light and darkness. God never makes a denand upon us for
wnich He is unwilling to supply the strength for obedience. The choice of
obedience lies with us,

Pastor Stern

Dear Pastor Stern,

I need help in my devotions. Very often wnen I crack open the Bible UL
try to read it everyday) I feel like I'm just reading it and not really
profitting from it. The same goes with my prayer life. I keep a prayer list
and try to pray each day, yet it feel so dry, so mechanical. I feel like
I'm going through a "spiritual plateau", not really moving onward and
upward. How can I add life to my quiet time., Is there something wrong with
me? My attitude?

Cordially yours,
"Tne Desert Experience"



Dear "Desert Experience",

It is not uncommon for believers to pass through dry periods in their
communion with God., Some of the factors wnich cause this may be hidden from
us and we go forward in faith and discover that it is possible to continue
in an obedient walk without the supporting deligzht of a conscious enotional
uplift. But one should always examine one's heart for the presence of any
Known disobedience or rebellion toward the Lord which may be grieving the
Spirit--confess it, and put it away. Also, if we are trying to satisfy our
spiritual hunger with unwholesome "bread", it will destroy our appetite for
the Bread of Life.

Pastor Stern

Dear Pastor Stern,

I really feel like I'm a wall flower. I lack the social grace that most
people seem to have. I rarely get asked for group socials because no one
seens to notice me, I'm shy, timid and often feel inferior to others. This
lack of social poise or grace seems to be deeply rooted in my person. How
does God value me and what does the Bible say about my self-worth and being
overly self-conscious? [ want to change but I don't know how. Please
advise!

Your humble wallflower,
Daisy

pP.s. I'm also a young Cnristian.

Dear Daisy,

Perhaps you need to throw away your mirror and get a window! Stop
bruising yourself with so much introspection and conparison. "They,
comparing themselves anong themselves, are not wise." (2 Cor. 10:12). Most
people are fearful of what others think of them. Wnen we find ourselves
next to someone else in a group we mizht consider the question, "What is
the most encouraging thing I could find to say to this person?"™ and then
Say it. What we wish they might say to us to encourage us should give us
some ideas about what to say to them. Some Caristians have found a healthy
self-esteem beginning to develop when they have meditated on Psalm 139 and
been willing to thank God for His purpose for them. People often takes us
at our own estimate of ourselves. An improved self-estimate rooted in God's
grace is bound to bring about a warmer response from others.

Pastor Stern

Pastor Stern is the Pastor of Bathel Grove Bible Church, Ithaca, NY.

22 IT wou have a question sbout the Bibles Christisn livings on

almost anuthing slesse write them rmestle or twee them and
subnpmit them to the editor on or before November 135 1282y
Saturdav. Your inrFul will be invalueable in enhancing the

effectiveness of the Breasd of life.



WORK , WORK, WORK sign

...A Word from the Coordinator

Even with five-year experience in
being a student in Cornell, I am still
expariencing the kind of excitement
and uncertainty one would have as a
freshnan, because I kaow that even I
have learnt many things, more and
better thinzs are still to come, "He
who bezan a good work in us will carry
it on to completion until the day of
Christ Jesus." For this reason, w2 can
all look forward to discover new
challenzes in this coning yzar.

' Planning anhead 1is a good thing to
do. But as it always turns out, that
before we know, we are way behind our

schedule. Of ten times we just blame
oursalves for not being discipline
enough, but it is also a lack of the

understanding of our needs and the
valuss of the things that we do.
Without this uaderstanding, it is
quite impossiple to evaluate the
importance of our various activities,
to set priorities for them, s0 as to
tailor a life-style suitable for
oursalves. Anong all our activities,
one that 1is much conplained about is
work, wanich may be the best one-word
sunmary of the student 1life in
Cornell,

“Wny should we work?" we ask,.

a list
But what

I am sure that we all have
of answers to this question.
does God think about it?

In the first chapter of Ganesis, we
find the record of God's creation of
the uwniverse. At the comnpletion of
each stage He stopped and watched with

satisfaction -- "It was good," He
thouzht, To Him work is something
enjoyable. God created all things and

started ruling over them, upholding
the order of everything thnat exists or

happzans. Then it cane to the climax
of creation -- "Then God said, 'Let us
make man in our image, in our
likeness, and let them rule over all

the earth, and over all the creatures
that move along the ground...'" We are
created in His image, and we are to
work as H= does, to be creator and
ruler, though in a much snaller scale.

it does not take much
observation to discover that mankind
is not quite doing the kind of ruling
they were meant to do; driving out,
restraining other creatures peranaps,
but not ruling in God's way, wnicn is
to arrange and control so that
everything goes in the right order,
Man 1lost the authority and power
through sin. The world started to
changze, so was the experience of work
-— "By the sweat of your brow you will
eat your food until you return to tThe
ground." Therefore Dbecause of man's
sin, the environment deteriorates with
man, and work has become something
torturous.

However,

For us as a race redeemned from the
slavery of sin, our experience goes
betwsen the two expariences. We begin
to see more and more how God's purpose
is achieved in our work, but our flesh
tends to drag us towards "leisure" and
"idleness", Basides, there is always

the voice of the evil one persuading
us to turn to seemingly enjoyable
things.

God gives us work to exercise our
talents, to give us satisfaction. He
coordinates this work to fulfill part
of His master plan. Al so because of
our fallen nature and the needs 1in
this fallen world, He wuses work ¢to
mould our lives, to remind ourselves
of our inablilities to live without
Him. Work makes us realize ouwr
uncertainties and remind us of our
assurance in Him. Cnallenzes too Dbig
for us to handle teach us to trust and
obey Him. Tne hardship in work nelps
us to understand the hardship Christ
went through, to share in His
suffering. The satisfaction GhiE
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completing a task, big or small, zives
us a taste of His feeling towards His
creation,

Thnerefore let us learn to be
faithful and obedient sons and
daughters of Him. Let us seek to know
Him through His word, our conplete

by Eric Fan

life, and throuzh
that we may see

reference for
meeting with Him,
thinzs as He sees them, that Ha may
fill our lifa with purpose and
strength, that wa may find
satisfaction in our work as He does in
His also.



FOOD FOR THOUGHT .....
--Proverbs 3:5,6--

Meditation isn’t emptying your mind of thoughts but rather actively
pondering, musing and thinking about a certain item. Meditation on
God s word is an excellent way to . grow in Christ. Psalm 37:31 says,
"The law of his God is in his heart; His steps do not slip." Joshua
1:8 says something to the effect that those who mediatate on God's
word shall prosper and be successful.

Going through the "beginning of the semester" jitters?

Here’s a promise you can claim.

WRUST IN THE LORD WITH ALL TEINE HEART,

AND LEAN NOT UNTO THINE OWN UNDERSTANDING,

IN ALL THY WAYS ACKNOWLEDGE HIM,

AND HE SHALL DIRECT THY PATH." -~Proverbs 3:5,6

Here’s how you can mediatate on it.

CPEMTHDIRHTMNUD VETF
ANPEVGNIDNATSREDNU
a6 MRHOI EMM WO TEG KL D
MKiHoOogTeEVNAOIKPK EMD
I NsALLITTHYENLDOGOG wwM
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TYDIMINVNKHDUELDPP LLO
EUPOSKIETH!I VE KH LU
GO PET EJ PNNEFKFEJTKL
PKI oKedsEBEWITHEKALLI
EVUTIKIAHHKDITIIRYUF
LIHBCEITALLPARS I TUceK
MAYHETSLTPHX ToY B VS
O e PR LEFXYXDEF ETELIY L
NOoeRPTL|IKsYHEDPPATHO®
K¥Y loavpalEANYVH RTO
CHIVUVUTOERTYT O EKZTR
ARSTDSGToUKETsSoLTY
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ETERNITY IN THE HEART OF MAN

by Wu-Ching Cheng

Almost everycne at some time in
their life ask the gquestion, 'What
is life for?' Some think life is to
be enjoyed. For them, it does not
matter if they are not rich or
famous as long as they enjoy what
they are doing. Some think 1life
should be  used to accompl ish
something worthwhile or excellent.
Someone who thinks that way may work
very hard to achieve excellence in
some area, and it is fulfilling for

him to be better and better.

There are people who are artistic
and look for beauty in the world.
They may be the poets and painters,
singers and dancers and musicians.
Others think knowledge is important,
Perhaps a scientist or philosopher
would devote his life to trying to
solve problems concerning how the
world works.

Some people think their 1lives
should be wused to benefit other
people. A social worker may have
that as a 1life goal, or maybe a
doctor may have that goal also.
Still others feel it is most
important to establish strong
personal relationships. They find it
fulfilling to have a good friend, a
wife or husband, and children.

The Bible says
eternity in the hearts of men
(Eccesiastes 3:11). I think what
this means is that God wants us to
seek things that are infinite or
eternal in quality, such as
happiness, beauty, excellence,
wisdom, and love. I also believe
that a hunger for eternal things is
actually a hunger for God, the
creator of all things, physical and
spiritual, Jesus said, 'this is
eternal 1life: that they may know

that God put

you, the only true God, and Jesus
Christ, whom you have sent.' (John
17:3). Jesus is saying that the way
to fill our hunger for spiritual
things, that 1is 'eternal life!
satisfied, is to have g relationship
with God the Father and Jesus Christ
the Scn. :

John, a disciple of Jesus said
about Him, 'He was with God in the
beginning. Through Him all things
were made; without Him nothing was
made that has been made. In Him was
life, and that life was the light of
men...The Word beczame flesh and
lived for a while among us. We have
seen His glory, the glory of the one
and only Son, who came from the
Father, full of grace and truth.'
(John 1:2,3,4,14), The claims of
Jesus about Himself and the claims
of John about Jesus are that BHe is
God and the giver of physical and
spiritual.

The life of Jesus is recorded in
history; in the Bible and in
writings by historians and Roman
rulers who governed Isreal in the
time that Jesus lived on the earth.
These writings give creditability to
the claims of Christ. In addition,
it is known that Christianity spread
very quickly in the first century
through the preaching of Christ's
first disciples. These first
disciples were the ones who wrote
most of the New Testament in the
first and early second centuries,
within a hundred years of the events
they described. When they preached
the message of Christ, there were
people there who had seen Christ and
were eyewitnesses of the things that
He did. They would have known if
Jesus was 'the light of men' and if
He was 'full of grace and truth'. If



the disciples lied about Christ when
they preached in the first century,
the eyewitnesses would have given
their testimonies and prevented
anyone from believing Christ
disciples. Christianity would not
have spread as it did. So there is
some historical backing for the
claims of Christ.

The final test for any claim or
theory is ‘'does it work?'. People
who believe in Christ and have
centered their 1lives on their
relationship with Him can be thought
of as 1live experiments. If the
claims of Jesus are true, there
should be something different about
Christians. This does not mean that
Christians are perfect, but that
Christians have something that they
did not have before they were
Christians.

One of the things that I believe
becoming a Christian has done for me
is to make me more open towards
other people. In many ways I am
still shy but now I put in stronger
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efforts to get to know people and
help them if they need something. I
believe this change is happening
because God wants me to love people.
In the first week of my being a
Christian, I felt very good. Wwhen I
prayed, I was filled with Jjoy and
thankfulness to God. I have never
felt as good as when I am in God's
presence. I think in the first weeks
God made Himself real to me so that
I would not doubt that He had come
into my life. 1In the years after my
conversion, I found out that I have
to work with God to know Him better;
He gave me increasing responsibility
for our relationship. Sometimes what
He asks of me, through the Bible and
through my conscience, is difficult
for me to do, but I never regret
doing something He asks me to do.

Many many Christians are around
today who have had spiritual
experiences and have been changed by
their belief in Christ. Ask a
Christian today what eternal 1life
means to him or her!

[
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TALES QOF THE BUFFALO GANG

One of the biggest challenges at
Cornell is to adjust to a new
roommate. What about trying to
ad just to three? Well, I ilearned
that things are a lot easier if you
have effective communication,
Things were not always easy.

After 1livinz a few days with the
three other members of the infamous
Buffalo Gang (Messrs, B, R, S, and
T), you learn quickly that you don't
speak the sane languagze.
Expressions lika "whoosh", "bite the
dust", "Joe", and "boogers" can maks
you wonder if you still now know how
to speak English, Other expressions
like "he slashed my knee" and "are
you tired of living?" can maks you
wonder if we were on the verge of
violence and fisticuffs. Even a
certain gentlenan, whose wife was in
California at the time, was afraid
to eat 1luach with us after church
upon witnessing our anties.

A few weeks into the fall semester
passed before I learned the meaning
to these expressions. For exanple,
"Joe" expressed extreme ecstasy and
excitement when the smell of my
cooking was in the air (actually, it
is equivalent to the words "cool" or
"wow!"). "Are you tired of living?"
was merely the equivalent of the
expression "very fuany" spokan
immediately after the latest comment
on the social 1life of one of the
guys. "Wnoosh" was an exclanation
of frustration at trying to unstop
the sink. After a while, these
€Xpression Dbecame a part of my
vocabulary,

Shortly after, I learned that
communication could also be
unspokan, I becane aware of the
fact that my homework and books
bezan to move from the Kitchen table
to somewhere else wnile T took a

by Tim Wong

break. Dishes began piling up in
the sink, empty paper bags
accunulated in the living room,
mazazines appeared in piles and

articles of clothing took up
residence on the couch and chairs.,
Tnen we all noticed displeasure on
each of our faces. It was time to
talk. We decided to have weekly
meetings to talk.

I learned quickly that Hawaiians,
Californians and Hew Yorkers do not
live at home in the saae fasnion.
We each 1liked to do things 1in
certain ways and did not know that
those ways irritated the others.
One example is the fact that
Hawaiians never walk around at home
with their shoes on, As a result,
the dried salt brought in froa the

snow outside bothered our Hawaiian
roonmate, Another thing I
discovered 1is that New Yorkers

prefer to leave their doors lockad
more often than people of other
areas. I could go on. We all
learned that there Were real
cultural differences betwsen us. We
needed to coapromise and ws did,
althouzh w2 needed to renind each
other of those coaprounises.

Communication in the weekly meetings
was not just talk about differences,
but also the sharing of goals,
concerns and needs. This showed me
that conmunication involves exposing
ourselves to each other. Tnis
helped us to respszet one another as
hunan beings and as the Caristian
brothers that we were, Then we were
able to fulfull the Bipblical
principles of encouraging one
another and correcting one another
in love not in anger or self pride.

My purpose for sharing wnat I
learned 1is to encourage the Bible
Study to communicate with one



another, I learned that to
communicate with my roonmates was to
express differences, to share and
expose our lives {such as goals and
God-given concerns) , and to
ancourage and correct each other in
love. I was more willing to change
when my weaknesses were pointed out
because of real concern for me. I
believe that the Cninese Bible Study
can use communication more often.
Sometimes I find that I don't know
why certain individuals act the way
they do or feel the way they do.
The reason for this is there isn't

enough communication of the kind I
experienced with the three guys I
lived with. Sometimes, talking
about differences is not sufficient.
We all need to expose ourselves as
nunan beings Wwith weaknesses.
Living witn others has shown me that
if we do expose ourselves we gain
more of a respect and then we can
see changes in the Bible Study that
we wouldn't otherwise. So, practice
effzetive conmunication (not hiding
our faults) and I «now God will work
great things in you.

AND T FEEL THAT AS LONG AS WE HAVE TO
LIVE TOGETHER IN THE SAME FAMILY, WE
SHOULD TRY TO GET ALONG...

i st

T JUST THINK WE You'RE RIGHT.. TALKWG
COXD WORK A LITTLE To LCY 15 UIKE TALKING

HARDER AT IT, THATS To A BRICK WALL!
ALL...DO YoU AGREE 7 -

The Buffalo Gang from L to R3
Tim Wongs Rill Yeer Renwin "Joe" Yee and Sterhen Chu.



For Freshmen......

A Lesson On Studying

It never stops to amaze me how
fast time goes by. It seems just
like yesterday that I was a freshman
in Cornell and now I'm a first
semester graduate student. In the
past four years, God has patiently

taught me many lessons 1large and
small, I would 1liks to share one
very important 1lesson with vyou,

That's the lesson on studying.

We often hear people say that
colleze years are the best and most
memorable years of our lives. Well,
it's true. College life is exciting
and new and there are tons of
activities that are attractive to
us, But we can't forget that our
main purpose here is to study and
learn. Wny study? Because today
God put us 1in the position of a
student and it is our responsibility

to study as a student. Just as it
is a doctorts responsibility to
treat patients; a farmer's

responsinility to plow the fields
and sow the seeds; it is also a
student's responsibility to study.

I had very good grades in high
school which I'm sure most of you
had also in order to get into
Cornell,
high school didn't require much
time to study. After I came to
Cornell, I thought I could get by
with the same anount of time I put
in high school. When I found out
that I couldn't, I lost all my
confidence, By then, I was so far
behind in every course I didn't know
what to do! Before every exam was
always a panicking late-nighter if
not an all-nighter, I hated myself
whnen homeworks and reports were dus
and I couldn't finish them on time;

But what we learned in

by Emily Wong

wnen exans were coning ard I
couldn't start reviewing because I
wasn't caught up yet, After one
exan was over, I would relax again
until the next exan. So, exam after
exam, semester after semester, I
would always tell myself: next time
I'll do better, next time I'll start
early. But you know and I know that
that will never happen. I was only
lying to myszlf) As a result, my
grades were poor and since I didn't
really learn much out of the courses
I took, Ihad a hard time deciding
on my major because nothing seemed

interesting to me.

It still scares me wnenever I
reflect upon my 1life during the
first two years at Cornell. I said
my Life rather than my academic life
Decause when I didn’t do my share of
the work in studying, I couldn't
really enjoy myself in anything else

I did. I:joined C.S.A., C.BLS:G:
F.A.F.T. and many other activities,
but when I play I feel guilty
because I know that I nave work
waiting for me to do or work that
should have been completed but it
wasn't yet. Since I got my

screwed up, I gave
myself excuses not to go to church
and Bible Study but only to find
myself more miserable and depressed.

priorities all

Tnis bad cycle went on for 5
semesters until God allowed
somethinz to happen to me which

broke me down completely before Him.
He opened my eyes and let me see how
negligent and lazy I was as a
servant of God. I knelt down before
Him and asked Him to 1lead me in
everything I do and ¢to direct my
path. I prayed with an attitude



that in everythinz I do, I want to
glorify His name., In that following
semester, God poured His rich
blessings upon me. Not only did I
have time to study, I had more time
to serve Him in Bible Study and
church as well. I enjoysd myself so
much that semester in every aspect
of my 1life I never thought was
possible.

The rule is simple, it 1is like
the Parable of the Talents recorded

in Matthew 25:14-28. We are
servants of God,. He has entrusted
in each of wus responsibilities

according to our abilities,. It is
up to us to decide wnetner we want
to be good and faithful servants or
wicked and lazy servants. A
student's responsioility is to
study. If God entrusted you with
talents of an A average and you only
obtained a B average, as compared
with someone who obtained a B
average but God only entrusted him
with talents of a C average, then
even if your grades are not bad from
the world's point of view, could you
feel peaceful and give Him the glory
and thanks when you receive your
grades? Could you see Him face to
face one day and hear Him say, "well
done, good and faithful servant.
You have been faithful with a few
thinzs; I will put you in charge of
many things."? Remenber, God will
not put us in charge of many things
until we have been faithful with the
few things that He entrusted us.,
How can we tell our friends that the
God we believe in is real and able
to change our lives when we
our selves are not demonstrating that
in our daily lives? 3o, as student,
before we talk about leading a Bible
study group or a Gospel outreach to
our friends, let's start with our
studies, Do a good job of it, set a

good exanple to others around you
and bring glory to His Name. It's a

very difficult task to do and
requires a lot of self-discipline

and good time-managenent. But let's
also remenber that God promnises
wisdom for those need it, if only we
ask and receive by falith [James
125,60 .

Dear brothers and sisters, I do
not Kknow how much or wnat God
entrusted you with but it is wup to
you to seek that and to meet those
responsibilities. "Do your best to
present yourself to God as one

approved, a workman who does not
need to be ashamed..." 2 Timothy
2519, "Now it is required that

those who have been given a trust
must prove faithful." 1 Corinthians
4:2, So you see, it is not even up
to us to decide, it is required of
us to be faithful if we are to be
servants of God.

A senester has just started, set
your priorities and plan your
scnedule around them, Ask God to
zive you wisdom to meet your wWork
load throughout this semnester, Ask
Him to show you the area of study
you should go into, the kind of
activities you should engage
yourself in and how you should spend
your time. If you are behind
already, don't panic, just go to our
loving Savior and ask for
forziveness and strength to keep
goinz. It's never too late to start
over with God. What He sees is owr
hearts and our attitudes. God's
lovingkindness is new every morning.
Don't wait till next senester
because you'll Just be giving
yourself more time to be miserable.
If you want a new beginning, ask for
it today. See how His mighty hands
can work and change ow mistakass
around to be of our benefit.

Yes, it is trus that college
years are the best and most

menorable part of our lives, the so
called golden era of our lives. All

the tears I shed, the moments of
loneliness, triumph, joy and



happiness I've experienced in the He loves you. May you allow Him to
past four years are meaningful to me be the center in the golden era of
only because of Him--bscause He your life and make it meaninzful to
lives and because He loves me, Dear you,

friends, our Savior lives today and

REFLECTIONS ON FELLOWSHIP
by Jeannie Chen

A year ago as I stepped into Sage Hall I did not know what to expect for
this first year at Cornell other than tough classes. Uncertain yet without
fear for I was confident that God had something in mind for me to learn in
order to bring me all the way from sunny California. Surely He did have
something planned, sonething so precious that I would never exchange it for
something else-—the fellowship with sisters and brothers.

I experienced things that would not be taught in classroons, things that
could not be found in textbooks, tnings that could not be touched by
fingers nor could be seen by eyes yet they were there {and still are): how
to care, and to be cared; how to appreciate, and to be appreciated; how to
encourage, and to be encouraged; now to support in prayz2r, and to be
supported in prayer; now to confort, and to be comforted; how to share: how
to enjoy. There were times of sharing until four o'clock in the morning,
notes and cards full of encouragement, index cards with seripture to remind
me of God's promises, phone calls to let me know that they were praying for
me, flowers to cheer up, cooking and sharing meals together, singing in
showers, praying together and seeing praysrs answered, sharing of tears and
laugher and muzh more. My life at Cornell was enriched by all these acts,
for I now am convinced that Cnristian life is not an isolated life. God
intends for wus to interact and relate to people around us especially so
Wwith our brothers and sisters.

Ten and twenty years from now what will be remembered of Cornell? My
Tnermodynamics lecture? Equations in Transport Pnenomena? Definitely not,
but brothers and sisters who have made a mark in my life, by getting to
know me and allowing me to know them. Surely life at Cornell is more than
Jjust homework and exams. I hope that others will take time out to get to
kaow those that God has placed around them and exparience the richness of
fellowship.

Little children,

let us not love with word or with tongue, i me)
but in deed and truth, ' N .ngj?
o e, 2

"~

--I Jn. 3:18 ____";z .



A Letter from an Alumni

Dear brothers and sisters,

I really miss you! How are you
doing? I am grateful that you have
been prayerfully supporting me
(heard from secret reliable
sources!). To conclude my 3 week
experience in California, I can only
say "full of God's grace". God has
been with me, guiding me ard
providing me with all the ¢things I
needed. He kept me from getting hurt
in one car accident--a flat tire,
and another dangerous situation!
Probably He does not want me to die
yet.

I was attending a Chinese church
in Palo Alto and a Chinese
fellowship at Stanford University
the past/3 weeks. It 1is quite a
feeling to be in a Chinese church
once again {since last time in Hong
Konz), and to be able to praise God
in my mother language - Cantonese. I
started attending church prayar
meeting and choir practice. Actually
I Jjust got back from the choir
practice wnen I wrote this letter,
God nas been graciously providing me
with good fellowship. However, I am
still looking around because I want
to observe more before I conmit
myself to a church or fellowship.

2ing a quick-tempered person, I
need your praysr support to be able
to wait upon the Lord before I rush
to any decision.

_ I started working a week ago. My
job 1is to pieck up the work of
another conputer architect who just
left the company. Since the project
is a long-term one, there is not
much tension in meeting deadlines.
As a whole, most of the employees
are very hardworking and dedicated.

There are people who literally
"live" in the company. Tney get back

to their office at 5 o'clock in the

morning and 1leave late at night.
They even cone back to work during
weekends. Of course I don't want to
be one of them in the future. My
supervisor and coworkers are very
friendly and nice to me. They
understood my difficulties in
picking up the new job, and provided
me with a lot of help and concern. I
really praise God for putting me in
this position. I am looking forward
to sharing the Gospel with my
coworkers. Please pray for me about
this.

For those wno are graduating
soon, I can assure you that "there
is 1life after graduation" for
Christians., God really taught me
many lessons on "living by faith".
Tne more I entrust myself 1into His
hands, the more I realize His
faithfulness. Ic is throughn
difficulties and uncertainties that
I learn to trust Him in every little
thing. I understand wny God wants us
to rejoice when w2 encounter various
trials {c¢.f. James 1:2-4), because
it is an opportunity for us to grow
arxd to exercise our faith, and to be
able to see that God stilkl lives and
He can do great things even now.

I believe that God has been
teaching you new things too, Please
do remenber to wWrite me when you
have the time. I am anxious to know
how you are doing. Do remember each
other in prayer!

God be with you!l

Patrick 8-8-82

Patrick Auyeung is a brother working
at Cupertino, CA,



SPIRITUAL MATURITY !
‘ by Billy Yee

Commitment, 1love and total dedication to God are word waich I use to
describe the kind of life a disciple of Christ ought to possess. He is one
who continually presses on to spiritual excellence and will not stop short
of that mark. Spiritual maturity is a persistent striving and oft tines a
passionate commitment to press on to achieve that whicﬂspleases God most.
This inward pressing on starts not with a mere visionaryﬁkpr objectivei but
with a vision of the Lord Himself., Here are some examples.

Before Isaiah the prophet saw a vision of God he felt perfectly
compatent to pronounce woes upon his contemporaries until he saw the Lord.
in all His splendor, "I saw also the Lord sitting upon a throne, high and
lifted up, and His train filled the temple. Above it stood the seraphim:
one cried unto another and said, Holy, holy, holy is the Lord of hosts:
the whole earth is full of His glory,. And the peosts of the door moved at
the voice of him that cried, and the house was filled with smoks" (Is.
6:1-5). On whom does he pronounce the next woe after having seen this
majestic vision? "Then said I, Woe is me! For I am undone, because I am a
man of unclean lips...for mine eyss have seen the King, the Lord of host."
Tne apostle Paul after having been struck dowa by the glorious lizht
radiating from the face of Carist fell blinded, prostrated and huabled
before his Lord {Acts 9:3-5). Wnhen John saw Christ in a vision he wrote,
"I fell at His feet as dead" (Rev. 1:13-17). And the sane was true of Job
wnon God called perfect, upright and blameless. But when Job saw Him, "I
have heard of thee by the hearing of the ear; but now mine eye seeth thee:
wherefore I abhor myself, and repent in dust and ashes" (Job 42:5-6).

A consistent pattern appears throughout these visions. An attitude of
self-abasement, a sense of wuncleanness, worthlessness, inadequacy,
blindness, self-abhorrence, prostration, falling as dead energes as a
result of a vision of God. Humility and broksnness follows. But hold it!
This is only one side of the story. God doesn't want us lying in and
biting the dust., He abases us only to exalt us in due time.

Isaiah was restored with an enlarged commission, "Thy iniquity is taksn
away and thy sin purged...Go tell this people..." Paul becane the chosen
apostle who was to carry the Gospel to the Gentiles. John was entrusted to
Wwrite the Apocalypse. Job was given back double wnat he had lost. Only
Wwith the full collapse of self can God fully prove His adequacy in our
lives. Humility is not the end but the means for blessings.

We need to catch a vision of our Lord. We need to know Him, to really
know Hiam; not just in our intellect but in our own core experience, When
We realize God's boundless glory, powsr, holiness, beauty...and see our
utter worthlessness in relation to Him, then revival will have begun and
spiritual maturity will ensus, As J. 0. Sanders puts it, "This is
spiritual maturity. Not a sense of attainnent--but a passionate coamitment
to 'press on'.,"

- Let's go for it!



WHEN THE SECOND BECAME THE FIRST

by Sally Lim

It has been almost a year since I
came to Cornell University. During
this time, God has been reviewing
with me lessons that I have learned
before. One thing I have learned
before is that I should let God be
my master, This means that I should
let Him direct every aspect of my
life as He sees fit and that I
should follow His directions.
Unfortunately, howaver, I have
allowed my studies to be master and
to dictate to me regarding my use of
time.

I did not plan to let my studies
to be my master.
I had a full load for both
semesters. Schoolwork piled up
unmercifully and the due dates for
submitting them followad each other
relentlessly, All I could think of
was how ©o squeeze in more studying
into my too limited 24 hours. I
still had my daily devotion. I still
went to church, Sunday School and
Bible study. But that was all the
time that God could have from me.
The rest of the time was for my
studies.

God, however, would not allow me
to remain in this kind of situation,.
He loves me too much to let me
deprive myself of the blessings that
I can only have if He, and not my
studies, directs my use of time.

‘Lovingly and patiently, God

It just happened..

showzd me what was happening in my
life, I was at that time more eager
to get my professors! and
classmates' approval rather than
His. I was more interested in
satisfying my intellectual appetite
rather than my spiritual hunger, I
was also more willing to see others
serve God rather than serve Hin
myself. As a result of all these,
God was not as <close to me as He
once was. My studies has also
become a crushing burden,

In shame, I asked God to forgive
me for replacing Him as my master,
I also invited Him to be my master
again, God graciously did both.
Gradually, He guided me to
reschedule my time so that I can
have time to read more materials
about Him, to have a deeper
fellowship with other Christians,
and to serve Him more actively as a
Bible study group leader.

Ever since the time that T
allowed God to be my master again, I
have experienced more Jjoy in my
fellowship with Him. I have also
found my studies to be more
enjoyable. Though I spent less time
in my studies after my decision, I
still learned as much and performed
as well as wnen I had not 1let God
control my use of time.

My 1life in Cornell can not be
controlled simultaneously by God and
my studies. I can only serve one
master at one time, An I glad that I
have decided to let Him be my
master!

(17
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A BRIEF REPORI ON THE MISSIONARY WORK AT THE CHINESE BIBLE STUDY

What is missions?

The original meaning of mission is that churches or believers that receive
the command of the Lord Jesus Christ, "o and make disciples of all
nations,"” follow ¢through in that conmission. Mi ssionary work includes
pteaching the Gospesl, building up churches, or doing any other evanzelistic
work in a person's homeland or overseas, Furthernore, this work includes
prayer and financial support. In a broader sense, any evangelistic work is
embraced in missionary work.

Missionary work at the Chinese Bible Study Group

At the present time, missionary work at CBSG includes prayer and financial
sSupport only. OQuer support goes to China Evangelical 3eminary, China
Graduate School of Theology and Campus Evanzelical Fellowship.

China Evangelical Seminary {CES)

In 1970, China Evangelical Seminary was fouaded in Taiwan. The goal of CES
is to train God's chosen and called young men and women to conform to
Christ and to be prophets of the 20th century. CES offers a Master of
Divinity--a 3 year program for training those chosen and called to full
time preaching. It also offers a Master of Cnristian Study--a 2 year
program for training individuals to serve as professionals in the churches.
Lately, U4 research centers have also been established to provide practical
and educational services to chnu~ches, They are: History of the Chines=
church, science and faith, teachingz and missions.

China Graduate School of Tneology {CG3T)

CGST was founded in Hong £ong in 1975. Tne main purpose of CGST is to
train students for service in Chinese churches. Other purposaes of CGST

are: provide theological education, establishing pure gospel belief,
research {(eg. problems concerning evangelizing China) and dealing with
topics such as Chinese parspsctive of theolozy, ete. CG3T offers three

kKinds of dezrees: Master of Divinity, Master of {Caristian Study and
Diplona of Christian Study.

CES and CG3T are both evanzelical seminaries. Thelr foundinz and growth
explains the need and importance of theological education for the Cninese
Christians,

Campus Evangelical Fellowship { CEF)

Campus evangelical work is the vision for founding Campus Evangelical
Fellowship. When CEF was first founded in Taipei in 1957, the work of CEF
was limited to universities in the northern part of Taiwan. Now CEF nas

reached the Taiwan universities at all levels. The major functions of CEF
are in the areas of Cnhristian counseling and Gospel preaching.
Furthermore, CEF nas a Department of Literature wnich is responsible for

publishing Campus magazine. It is hoped that this magazine will ennance



effectiveness in evangelisnm, Basically, CEFf is for the evangelistic work
among students on campus. However, it has the opportunity of reaching
people with different social and economic status, alongz with the
establishing of a graduate fellowship. Lately, CEF has sponsored two youth
mission conferences to introduce the vision and commission of missioas to
younz Cheistians. :

Why is there a need for missions?

It is shown in the books of the Gospel and Acts that God is the God of
missions. Jesus commanded his disciples to go and make disciples of all
nations, These statements explain that the Gospel 1is a message of
missions. Every missionary work orizinates from His conmandment. The
Cnurches and the Bible Study Groups are organizations for evangelism. This
is the most important reason for establishing missionary work.

Directions students should take regarding missionary work.
Tne developnent of missionary work is decided on 3 steps:

1. Vision: Broaden vision, be able to see beyond our own environment, see
God's work in different parts of this world, to understand the
implications of the command of Jesus Cherist. Vision is the motivation
for missions.

2. Prayer: Pray for the need of fellow hunan beings, for evangelism in
different places, and also for ourselves, in order to find out in what
areas we should serve, This praying is the source of powar for
missions., It also decides the direction of missions,

3. Action: Prayer assists us to see clearly where our burdens lie, Once
the burdens are known, action can be taken. The action could be to obey
God's calling to join missionary work or to support missionaries. The
form of the actions might be different but do get involved and make the
concerns kaown,

A conplete missionary work requires these 3 steps. The direction for our
being diligent in the work is to help more brothers and sisters to know the
necessity of the work and to follow the 3 steps discussed above. Every
brother or sister may taks part ian missionary work in his/her 1ifz tinme.
May God equip us now. Anen.

Prepared by Jiann-Hua Lou
Translated by Gloria 3nen
Corrected by Carol Kung
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Living for the Kingdom

Once a Chinese boy asked his
mother, saying, "Mother, why must I
eat?" "On," his mother answared,
"because the food will make you
grow." "Wny must I grow?"™ the boy
asked again. "Well, so when you
becone a grown-up, you can have a
family," was the answer, "Must I
have a fanily, mother?" again the
boy asked. "Well," said the mother,
"it is not a must, but most p=zople
do." "Wny most psople do?" another
question came again. "Wall, I
guess, when they get old, they can
have children to take care of them,"
was the answer. "Then, Mother," the
boy asked her the last question,
"does it mean our 1life today is for
tomorrow?" Yes, our 1life today is
for tomorrow, wnether you agree with

it or:not. Tnis is especially true
for the Caristian 1life. The Bible
says, "If we have hops in Christ
only in this world, we are more
miserable than all men!" (I Cor,
15:19)

The passage we are considering is
Matthew 25:14-30, It is familiar to
all of wus, although the essential
idea of this parable may not be
known to some of us. What was the
essential purpose of the master's
delivering money to his servants?
Was it only for making more money to

increase hnis riches? It appears
unlikely. Iff he was a greedy
master, ard his purpose had been

only to maks more money, he would
have collected all of the servant's
earnings along with their capital
upon his return. But he did not,
Instead, he allowed his servaunts to
keep both the earnings and the
capital, even the capital he gave to
the third servants was taken and

given to the first servant, It is
evident that the master in this

parable cared not for his own
benefit but for that of his
servants. He cared for their

fnore  than the

Dr, Timothy Lin

motives towards his business much
benefits they made.
He was satisfied with their goodness

and faithfulness more than their
sucecess, This is wny the second
servant who had earned only tw

talents had the sane recognition as
the first one who made five. Even
for the third servant, if he had
made a little money, or a little
interest to prove his faithfulness,

the master would have been satisfied

as well. ALl of the investment
gains along with the rewards which
he gave to his servants indicate

that the master's essential purpose
was not making money, but to train
his servants in order tnat they
might be qualified in hnhis kinzdom.
The sane is true with our Lord Jesus
Carist. After He saved us, He could
have faken wus with Him rizht away.
But instead, He made us menbers of
His body and put us to work in His
Churcn 1in order that we might be
trained and qualified ¢to reign in
His Kingdon at His coming. Let us
remember: to be saved is one thing,
and to reigzn with Christ is another.
To be saved is the means and not the
end . The end of salvation is to
reign with Cnrist, as it is written,
"To him that overconeth will I grant
to sit with me in my throne." (Rev,
3:21) In other words, he who
believes in Jesus is saved, but only
he who 1is trained can reign in His
Kingdon,

On Double Ten in 1922, when I was
a student in Central Theolozical
School in Nanking, a Cninese
athletic meeting was held in the
sane city. Some of my schoolmates
and I were there, The chairman of

the National Governnent, Mr. Sun
Lin, cane to the field by hinself
without any secret service man.

Wnen we saw hin, one of my
schoolmnates jokingly said to me,
"Lin, look, your brother is coaing.



Say, why don't you ask him to assign
me sone governnent position.” I
answered, "He is not my brother and
neither does he know mel™ Then we
joked on about something else and
the day was soon over. Tnat very
night I dreamt that some officers
came to see me and said that
Cnairman Lin wanted me to be his
suostitute because he was going to
be away for a few days. "No " I
said, "I am not a student of
political science. How can I be his
substitute?™ Tney said, "That
doesn't make any difference. You
just sit there -- that will be
enouzh." Again I refused and said,
"No, I don't know how to sit as a
chairman of the governmenti™ Tney
began to pull me by force. Then I
woke and found myself all wet with
perspiration. Beloved, 1if you are
not trained today, would you dare to
reign with Christ even if He would
let you at His coming? How let us
derive two principles fron wiab we
have discussad.

1. The Lord is concerned for iis
workers more than for tdis work.

He is God Almighty, He spoks and
it was done; He can bring about the
results of Pentecost everywnere and
every day, but He does not.
Instead, He wants us to pray
earnastly and work diligently in
order that some souls may be saved.
Sometimes it seems so hard for us to
win a soul to the Lord. Sometimes
we. find that the hearts of the lost
are as hard as stone, Sometimes we
have to sow in tears before we can
reap in joy; and sonetimes even
after we have paid a great price, no
results are evident. B2loved, does

it mean our Lord cannot make our
Wwoarking conditions better and
easier? Yes, He can, but for the
training of our goodness and

faithfulness He would rather have it
this way. God was able to destroy
all of Isreal's enemies in the

but for the necessity of
training God allowed the
Cannaanites to remain. Praise Him!
His ways are higher than our ways,
and His thoughts are higher than our
thougnts.

beginning,
Israelites!

Lord is the sane God
today, and forever. Hz
can revive His Caurch with a sound
from heaven and a fire fron above,
He can rend the heavens and cause
the mountain to flow down at His
presence, But He prefers to first
have our hearts huabled and then the
price of our obedience paid before
granting revival,

Our
yasterday,

In ou daily life, sometimes our
Lord allows our hearts be as dry as
the desert of Sahara; yet another
time they may overflow with songs of
Jjoy. Sometimes the Lord allow our
friends to misunderstand us; another
time we may be admired by everybody.
There are times when we [2el unhappy
Without any reason; bub sonebinas w2
can be s0 happy even thouzh btroubles
cane one after another, The
Cnhristian life is a training course.
Whatever happens to us, let us be
aware of God's training. Don't be
downhearted when pesople 1look down
upon us; neither let us be excited
by flatbtering words. "For all flesh
is as grass, and all the glory of
man as tne flower of grass." (I
Pater 1:24) We are looking for
thinzs which will 1last. One day
when our training is over, and our
course is conpleted, He will let us
be excused from this suffering world
and be with Him at His return.

2. The
quality of &ne work more thaa
the quantity.

Lord is concerned for the

for

The master was not too concerned
with the accomplishments of his
servants but with their goodness and
faithfulness, The second servant
did his best and did ‘it faithfully.
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His results were less than that of
the first servant but he received
the sane recognition, Tne sane
principle is true with our Lord --
He does nobt care how many children

we have ralsed, but what kind of
children; not how many churches we
have built, but what kind of

Churchs; not how big a movement is,
but how much spiritual value it has!

Our Lord workad
and a half years.

for only three
Yet wnile He was

on the ecross, He said, nig 13
Finished!® At that time, millions
of  souls ware dying without
salvation, the world was growing

progressively darker, and the
destruction of Jerusalen was
imminent. How could He say "it is

finished"? If He could have lived
longer and preached more, the
situation might have been differant,
Yet He did say, "It is finished!™®
Ta2s, it was finished., His salvation
was accomplished, and His training
as the Son of Man was finished. As
it is written, "He learned obedience
by the things which He suffered, and
being made perfect." (deorew 5:8)
Therefore, God exalted Him to be the
highest, and gave Him the name which
exceals every name,

The sane can Dbe said of Paul,
Wnen He was imprisoned the second
time, it was not too hard for God to
deliver him as He delivered Pzster
from the jail. But since Paul had
finished his course and deserved to
be excused from the suffering world,
he was executed, As he said, "I
have'fought a good fight, I nave
finished my course, and I have kept
my faith." (II Timothy 4:7)

Even iIn church history many fine
ministers and good Christians died
young with their work unfinished.
Why? Wny did our Lord not spare

30 that they mizht do
more work and labor longzer? The
ansyzr is the sane. Since they nave
finisned their training, why should
they suffer anymore in this world?
It is only fair for them to be
excused from their laboring and
suffering and enter the joy of their
Master.

their lives

Beloved, our spiritual 1life can
fLaksa only Ewo directions:
progressive or rezgressive, jast liks
the only tw possinle destinations
for hunan Dbeinzs: heaven or hell.
There 1s no middle way. If you are
not progressing, you may be sure you
are regressing. If you are not
marching forth, you are backsliding.
As time goes on the task of being a
good and faithful Cnristian will be
tougher and tougher, Yes, it is
very easy to be swept away by th=
modern current and very hard to nold
on, Bubt, beloved, the time will not
be too long! Hold on! Bafore the
tragic fire at Bel Air, no one would
believe it. But wnen it did happen,
it 1is too 1late for them even to
believe, The same is true with our
Lord's coming. Many Caristians are
80 indiffzarent concerning the Lord's
coming. But when the wunexpected
hour cones, good and faitnful
Cnristians will be raptured and the
others will be left behind, it will
then be too late to repent!

Beloved, we are not 1living for
this world but for the age to come.
Bs good and faithful towards our

Lord!'s commitment to us. Endure one
another, and taks time o be holy.
fzen., Even so, cone, Lord Jessus!

Dr. Tiamothy Lin is the Pastor of
First Cninese Baptist Caurch of Los

Angzeles, CA and the President of
China Evangelical Seminary, Taipei,
Taiwan.



Bt seek j{ st Ais !.fffz_gd:m and his
»i'gﬂjfeousness, and  all +#hese ﬁ:ys shall”
be _yours as well . ( Patts 6:33)

)T'Bt* w&rﬂ Jour- {freazure is*, theore
wi[rjour feart fe also. ( Matt. 6:21)
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